Continued from page one.

killed all her schoolmates. Actually, we are great fans of quite a
number of others as well. But each contestant has come forth in
the knowledge that they have a gift that longs to be shared, and
each one steps on stage to celebrate the gift they have been given
with unbounded gratitude.
The poet Jane Kenyon, in advice to writers, said, "Be a good
steward of your gifts:' To be a good steward of our gifts means we
must first take an inventory of them. We must acknowledge what

we have been given, and we must thank the giver. On September
10, which we call Celebration Sunday, we are invited to come to
the altar to offer to God our pledge cards in gratitude for all the
ways in which God has blessed us. I hope you will see this as an
opportunity to express your gratitude with great joy. Following
the 10:30 service we will celebrate with an ice cream social.
Rejoice and be glad, my friends.
Much love, Margaret=

THE CHEERFUL GIVER
Next Sunday, September 10th, will be Celebration Sunday.
During the offertory we will ask members of the parish to
present their gifts at the altar. This is indeed a celebration of
our church, and of the abundance we enjoy. After the service
we will have an ice-cream social so we can celebrate our
fellowship and our bond as brothers and sisters in Christ.
Below, some of our members share the prayerful way they
approach their giving.
"It is better to give than to receive:' I know we have all heard
it over and over again, but it is so true. God teaches us to be
cheerful givers and that is exactly why John and I feel so blessed
to do so. Even though we are not here full-time, Incarnation is
our home church for the majority of the year and we treat it as
such. There are so many wonderful ways in which Incarnation is
touching hearts and souls within the parish as well as in the entire
community and beyond. It is gratifying to know that we are a
part of this wonderful movement of parishioners who commit
their time, talent and treasure. Therefore, it is "with gladness and
singleness of heart" that we happily give to Incarnation.
- Heath Massey

It is simple. We give because we are grateful; grateful for the
love and benefits the Lord continues to shower down on our
family and us.
For God so loved the world that He gave . . .
We have never missed anything we have given, and it seems
it is always returned to us as a greater gift than the amount
of money, or the time we sacrificed.
God so freely loves; God so freely forgives; God so freely shares.
Any generositywe can return is a demonstration of God's character
and a response to what He has done for us and our family.
- Martha and Joey Wright

GRACIAS VOLUNTEERS!
Incarnation's annual Volunteer Appreciation lunch
was held on Wednesday, August 23rd. Teresa
Hollingsworth put on a fabulous Mexican-themed fiesta
to show our gratitude to the volunteers that help us
during the work week. We enjoyed a walking taco bar,
a chicken enchilada casserole, chips, salsa, Mexican soft
drinks, margarita mocktails, and tres leches cake.
We welcome all members of the parish as volunteers
in the office. You can be the friendly voice and face of
Incarnation, answering phones and greeting visitors
- or you might prefer to help with tasks like mailings.
If you are interested in volunteering, please contact
Kirsten Huscusson at 828-526-2968, or incarnation@
incarnationwnc.org.

BREAK OUT YOUR LEDERHOSEN AND DIRNDLS

OKTOBERFEST APPROACHES!
Incarnation's traditional Oktoberfest celebration will be held
on Wednesday, October 18th, from 6:00 pm to 9:00 pm in
Jones Hall. Our grill-meisters will be Selwyn Chalker and
Stephen and Carol Lucas. Michael Lanzilotta will serve his
sweet and sour cabbage, and Jim Rothermel and team will
make German potato salad. As always, bier will flow and
merriment will be had.
Please join us for this celebration! Tickets will be on sale
beginning in early October; admission is $20.00. If you would
like to volunteer for cooking, set-up, or clean-up, please contact
Michael Lanzilotta at 526-8016 or Dollie Swanson at 526-2609.
Danke schoen!
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GROW YOUR CHRISTIAN FAITH THIS SEASON
Mark Your Calendars
Our relationship with God is based on faith, and the important
thing is not for us to have a lot of knowledge about where we are
on our spiritual journey but actually to be on it. There are many
spiritual disciplines that keep us progressing on the journey of
finding our true selves which leads us to the center of God.
The Christian Formation Committee is sponsoring the
following programs to help us grow as Disciples of Christ.

since my early twenties. I am now in my middle sixties. Over
these years I've found that learning to trust the possibility of
real change keeps us really changing. Moving, step by step,
toward enriching possibilities continues to enrich our human
souls. Mindfulness is as helpful as anything I've worked with:
being a husband and father, a priest and a student of scripture.
Its benefits are too good not to share, and I look forward to
sharing some of these benefits with you:' Sign up sheets are
now available in Jones Hall and the church office.

2. God and the Brain-Oct. 2; Monday 10-12pm

1. The Spiritual Practice of Mindfulness;
Thursday, September 7, 9 am -noon
Mindfulness is the spiritual process of bringing one's attention
to experiences occurring in the present moment. The
Reverend Michael Hudson, long time Rector of St. David's
Episcopal Church in Cullowhee, will lead our retreat. The
only way to understand Mindfulness is to experience it. And
the only way to experience it is to be introduced to how it
works and then to try it for yourself, a little at a time. Michael
will teach us mindful breathing, mindful observation,
mindful insight and lightheartedness. In Michael's words,
"I've appreciated, studied, and practiced spiritual formation

Jeffrey Small, a popular CLE instructor and international
speaker on the topic of religion in the 21st century, will be with
us to discuss how humanity is wired to believe in God. All too
often, science and religion are portrayed as at odds with each
other, yet at research labs across the country, scientists are
studying the human brain and its relationship to our religious
beliefs and practices. Drawing on his research for his book,
The Jericho Deception, Jeffrey examines questions such
as why mystics from various world religions seem to have
similar experiences of the divine and whether a God part of
the brain exists. He will also discuss evolutionary theories for
religion and the science behind prayer and meditation.

VESTRY NOTES
August 2017
Present: Linda Arnold, Selwyn Chalker, Jeannie
Chambers, Tom Claiborne, Cathy Crosby, Julie Farrow,
Kirsten Huscusson, Lana Jordan, Ron Leslie, David
Moore, Margaret Waters, Martha Wright.
Absent: Vernon Skiles
The Rev. Margaret Waters began with a devotional. Because the
July minutes were not available for review prior to the meeting,
they will not be approved until the September meeting.

FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT - Referring to
page 8/9 of the monthly financials, Martha Wright
explained that "unbudgeted parish expenses" were
expenses that had not been approved by ministry
heads; this category was a way to re-allocate them. The
Finance Committee continues to keep close watch on
non-essential expenditures. Lana Jordan has reviewed
our pledging history, and the payment schedule is
in line with previous years. The Bell Tower Endowment has
made their contribution to the church's operating budget.

OUTREACH - Ron Leslie distributed a proposal from the
Outreach Committee requesting $12,000 to build an animal
shelter on the grounds of the REACH property in Franklin.
The Outreach Committee will encourage the participation of
the parish. The motion was passed unanimously.

DISCERNMENT COMMITTEE - The committee
remains intact and committed to the next phase of the
search. Applications will again be accepted through the
first week in September.

STEWARDSHIP - Four of 21 planned stewardship dinners
have been held and feedback has been positive overall. Julie
Farrow reported on a stewardship seminar she attended
which covered different ways to manage stewardship,
including a year-round program of education. It was
suggested we have a peaches and ice cream reception after
the 10:30 service on Celebration Sunday, September 10th.

VESTRY NOMINEES - our nominees are John Barnhardt,
Patricia Catchings, Heath Massey, and Bill Reeves. Selwyn
Chalker moved to accept this slate and Linda Arnold
seconded. The motion passed unanimously. This slate will
be voted upon at the annual parish meeting on September
17th. By year's end, Ron Leslie's position will need to be
filled by the vestry.

Cathy Crosby, 9/30

SEPTEMBER SERVER SCHEDULE
DATE

Usher/Lector

Chalice

Sept. 3
8:00 am

Stephen Lucas

Lana Jordan

Sept. 3
10:30 am

Linda Arnold

Sept. 10
8:00 am

Peg Brannen

Sept. 10
10:30 am

Lauch McGruder

Sept. 17
8:00 am

Peg Brannen

Sept. 17
10:30 am

Tom Holmes

Sept. 24
8:00 am

Jeannie & Tucker
Chambers

Sept. 24
10:30 am

Bill Reeves

Intercessor

Crucifer

1st Server

2nd Server

Acolyte/Torch

Jill Montana

John Waters

Al Brady

Sam Hollis

Katy & Dylan
Cortez

Bobby O’Dell

Luther Turner

Heath Massy

Sybil Fishburn

John Mitchener

Stephanie Reeves

Florence Holmes

Lana Jordan

Katy & Dylan
Cortez

Mary Adair
Trumbly

Franko Oliver

Tom Claiborne

Midge
Rothermel

Jane Tracy/
Geri Coleman

Selwyn Chalker

Selwyn Chalker

Charlie Soule

