
“We will walk with each other, we will walk hand in hand, 
And together we’ll spread the news that God is in our land. 
And they’ll know we are Christians by our love, by our love. 
Yes, they’ll know we are Christians by our love.”

(A praise/Cursillo song.)

One of the joys of the interim ministry is seeing parishes 
faithfully moving forward into God’s future with excitement 
and enthusiasm. Certainly that is the case at Incarnation.  

So much good work. So many fruitful ministries. Such 
lovely hopes and dreams. Such high expectations of your 
wonderful new Rector!

Whoa, Nellie!

A word about those expectations.  

A suggestion, invitation and plea about your role in making those dreams come true.

Whoever is called to be the next Rector will not meet all expectations of all members all the 
time. I assure you that has never happened, and Incarnation will not be the exception. There 
will be mutual disappointments. There will be conflicts. Your Discernment Committee 
is working diligently and faithfully to identify and invite the best possible candidates, 
and your Vestry will make the final call, guided and sustained by the Holy Spirit. I have 
absolutely no question in my mind that this is true. But let me say again: There will be 
mutual disappointments. There will be conflicts.

Your role is to be as positive and supportive as you can possibly be, especially in the early 
days of your Rector’s new ministry. Your leadership has been working tirelessly to heal old 
wounds and break bad habits, and to insure that the parish is united in its resolve to live 
together as sisters and brothers in Christ Jesus.  

In my article in the May Parish Post I told you about the Covenant that the Vestry has 
adopted as its behavioral guide. Everyone in positions of leadership is being asked to 
subscribe to it as well.  Now is the time to encourage every parishioner to prayerfully do 
the same. Soon there will be copies in the pews, and it will be posted on bulletin boards.  
You may want to go to our website now and review that document. (Click here.)
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OUR MISSION STATEMENT: 
The Church of the Incarnation 
exists to proclaim the Gospel 
of our Lord Jesus Christ 
through worship, love and service. 
As individuals and as 
a congregation, we dedicate 
ourselves to this purpose.

The Rev. Rusty Goldsmith

A MESSAGE FROM THE INTERIM RECTOR

Article continued on next page.

http://incarnationwnc.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/06/Vestry-Covenant-Flyer.pdf


If every one of you will prayerfully take this to heart, adopt the 
relevant provisions of that Covenant as your code of behavior, 
and hold your Vestry responsible to do the same, I promise 
you that the new Rector’s ministry will be terrific, most of your 

mutual expectations will be met, and your hopes and dreams for 
Incarnation and for your own discipleship will come true.

“Yes, they’ll know we are Christians by our love.”

Article continued from page one.

SINGING ROOSTER COFFEE - 
PERKING UP THE HAITIAN 

ECONOMY
Highlands Friends of Haiti has had Singing Rooster 
Coffee available at church and on Saturday at the 
farmer’s market at Founders Park for several years.  
There is both ground and whole bean. The cost is $10 
a bag. About a third of the cost goes to the Haitian 
farmer, a third to roast and package the coffee, and a 
third to continue with the 
partnership Incarnation 
has with our brothers 
and sisters in the Central 
Plateau of Haiti.  

In April as we were going 
to the airport to fly home, 
we stopped by the Singing 
Rooster office. Four people were sitting around a table 
with a pile of green coffee beans in front of them. They 
were going through the beans picking out the ones that 
were not perfect. We were told there is a machine that 
can do what the four people were doing, but for them 
to do this gives them a job and income. Next the beans 
were roasted and packaged. 

Please try some of this delicious coffee to enjoy 
while supporting employment in Haiti and the 

efforts of Highlands Friend of Haiti.

6The point is this: the one who sows sparingly will also reap 
sparingly, and the one who sows bountifully will also reap 
bountifully.  7Each of you must give as you have made up your 
mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a 
cheerful giver. 8And God is able to provide you with every 
blessing in abundance, so that by always having enough of 
everything, you may share abundantly in every good work.  

     2 Corinthians 9:6-8

My Sisters and Brothers in Christ Jesus,

This letter is very short and simple. It could also be one of 
the most important you will ever receive. 

If you are totally content with your life, read no farther. 
God bless you. 

If you are still reading, know that what follows is written 
with a single motive: to encourage you to trust God’s 
promises and enjoy God’s gifts of grace. 

Our Savior Jesus Christ tells us that he came so that we 
may have life, and have it abundantly. (John 10:10) 

I fully believe what Jesus promises. I want that abundant 
life for myself and for those I love – you. 

My personal witness to you, based on my own experience, 
is that we can all receive and enjoy his gift of abundant 
life, but we must first give abundantly of our Time, our 
Talent, and our Treasure in order to open a space in our 
souls for God to fill. 

Very soon we will have an opportunity to make a pledge 
to Jesus of our Time, Talent, and Treasure through his 
parish of the Incarnation. 

I pray we will make the most of it. 

Your dear friend, 

The Reverend Rusty Goldsmith, Interim Rector



MOTHER’S DAY IN THE GARDEN

A bright, sunny day greeted the children at Incarnation 
on Mother’s Day as they joyfully planted flowers in two 
planters and in many places in the garden in honor of 
their mothers. Five children, Bayard and Stella Nesmith, 
Walker and Reese Spaulding, and Lucas Henry joined the 
gardening crew of Dollie Swanson, Frank Langford, and 
Mercedes Heller. They were assisted by Jeannie Chambers 
and Cathy Crosby. The children were joined by 3 additional 
children and their parents who were admiring the garden 
on a stroll through town. This happy event seemed to be 
enjoyed by all who were involved.  We hope to make it an 
annual garden event.

The parents and congregation joined the children 
following the church service for coffee, lemonade and 
other goodies provided by vestry person-of-the-day Julie 
Farrow. Thank you, children of Incarnation, for your 
help in the garden. Your flowers look lovely and will be 
enjoyed all summer by church members, visitors, and the 
entire community!

OH HAPPY DAY
It was indeed!  Nearly 100 Incarnation parishioners gathered at Wildcat Cliffs CC for our annual picnic.  The rain held off 
nicely, and a great time of fellowship and wonderful picnic fare was enjoyed by all.

Special thanks to: Dollie Swanson, Michael Lanzilotta, Franko Oliver, Jim Rothermel, and Janis Erikson for making it a 
happy day for us all.



UPDATE: PASTORAL CARE COMMITTEE 

The Pastoral Care Committee welcomes our seasonal members back to Highlands. 
It is a joy to see our friends again. 

WE HAVE A NUMBER OF PASTORAL CARE MINISTRIES:

•  All You Give is Love Prayer Shawl Ministry – This is our newest ministry. It meets each Friday
at noon in the Church foyer.  Bring your lunch and your own project, or help with one of the
prayer shawls or quilts worked on each week by the group.  The shawls and quilts are blessed on
Sunday and then distributed to those in need.

•  Prayer List Ministry – We maintain the list of names included in the Prayers of the People,
which is read aloud on Sunday. We also keep a silent prayer list for those in need of long-term
prayer. Contact Vernon Skiles who manages both lists.  Please let him know if someone needs to
be added or deleted to one of the lists (vskiles@bellsouth.net).

•  Card Ministry – Peg Brannen sends cards when there is an illness, death or other special need.

•  Eucharistic Visitors – Al Brady manages our Eucharistic Visitors to those wanting to receive
Communion who are unable to attend church services. Please contact Al if you know of someone 
who would like to receive Communion (abrady301@gmail.com).

•  Feed My Sheep – Anne Norman oversees the preparation of soup, bread and small casseroles for
anyone needing food. Pastoral Care Committee members also deliver food to members of our
church family in times of illness, death, or time of special need.

•  Flower Ministry – Suzy Mosely arranges and delivers flowers on special occasions or as a
thoughtful gift for someone.

•  Chapel Prayer Box – Vernon Skiles maintains the chapel prayer box, which is a new ministry
at Incarnation.The committee operates on the belief that caring and supporting each other in
a time of need is one of the most significant ways we perform in each of our lives the mission
and ministry of our Lord Jesus Christ. Committee members offer prayers, visit local hospitals,
assisted living centers, and nursing homes.

The committee operates on the belief that caring and supporting each other in a time of need is one of the 
most significant ways we live out the mission and ministry of our Lord Jesus Christ. Committee members 
offer prayers, visit local hospitals, assisted living 
centers, and nursing homes.  

Current members are: Dan Adcock, Al Brady, 
Peg Brannen, Barbara Cusachs, Janis Erikson, 
Suzy Mosely, Ruthie Oliver, Jack Ralston, Midge 
Rothermel, Adele Scielzo, Vernon Skiles and Betsy 
Turner. Pastoral ministries are not limited to 
members of the committee. Please let us know how 
you would like to participate. 

We are dedicated to ministering to our church family. 
If you or someone you know needs assistance from 
the Pastoral Care Committee, please contact Ruthie 
Oliver 512-633-8705 or ruthie_oliver@me.com.



DEADLINES -  The deadline for the WEEKLY UPDATE IS TUESDAY BY NOON; for the SUNDAY BULLETINS, 
THURSDAY BY NOON; and for the PARISH POST, LAST BUSINESS DAY OF EACH MONTH.
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1 2 3

4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14 15 16 17

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28 29 30

11:00  Cranfill 
Memorial 
Service

12:00 AlAnon

12:00  All You 
Give Is 
Love 
Prayer 
Shawl 
Ministry

4:30  Ford-Ott 
Wedding 
Rehearsal

12:00  All You 
Give Is 
Love 
Prayer 
Shawl 
Ministry

12:00  All You 
Give Is 
Love 
Prayer 
Shawl 
Ministry

12:00  All You 
Give Is 
Love 
Prayer 
Shawl 
Ministry

10:00  Finance 
Committee 
Meeting

10:30  Stewardship 
Meeting

1:00   Christian 
Formation

4:00   Women’s 
Cursillo

5:30   Mountaintop 
Rotary

5:30 AlAnon

12:00  Worship 
Committee

3:00  Finance 
Committee 
Meeting 

4:00  Women’s 
Cursillo

5:30  Mountaintop 
 Rotary
5:30 AlAnon

3:00 Vestry 
 Meeting 
4:00  Women’s 

Cursillo
5:30  Mountaintop 
 Rotary
5:30 AlAnon

9:00  Stewardship 
Meeting

10:00  Freese 
Memorial 
Service

4:00  Women’s 
Cursillo

5:30  Mountaintop 
 Rotary
5:30 AlAnon

Day of Pentecost 
8:00   Holy 

Eucharist 
Rite I 

9:00  Sunday 
School

10:30    Holy 
Eucharist 
Rite II 

4:30  Oh, Happy 
Day Picnic 
Wildcat 
Cliffs CC

Trinity Sunday

8:00   Holy 
Eucharist 
Rite I 

9:00  Sunday 
School

10:30    Holy 
Eucharist 
Rite II

4:00  Mozart 
Coronation 
Mass

8:00   Holy 
Eucharist 
Rite I 

9:00  Sunday 
School

10:30    Holy 
Eucharist 
Rite II

8:00   Holy 
Eucharist 
Rite I 

9:00  Sunday 
School

10:30    Holy 
Eucharist 
Rite II

6:00  Ford-Ott 
Wedding

4:00  Mozart 
Coronation 
Mass

10:30  Pastoral 
Care 
Committee

12:00 AlAnon

11:00  BTE Board 
Meeting 

12:00 AlAnon

12:00 AlAnon

12:00 AlAnon

8:30   Men’s 
Cursillo

10:00 Bible Study 
10:30  Building & 

Grounds 
2:00   Outreach 

Commitee

8:30  Men’s 
Cursillo

10:00 Bible Study 
10:30  Building & 

Grounds 
Committee

2:00  Outreach 
Committee

8:30 Men’s 
 Cursillo
10:00 Bible Study 

8:30 Men’s 
 Cursillo
10:00 Bible Study 

Father's Day



VESTRY NOTES
May 2017

Present:  Linda Arnold, Selwyn Chalker, Jeannie 
Chambers, Tom Claiborne, Cathy Crosby, Julie Farrow, 
Rusty Goldsmith, Kirsten Huscusson, Lana Jordan, 
Ron Leslie, David Moore, Ruthie Oliver, Vernon Skiles, 
Margaret Waters (phone,) Martha Wright.

STEWARDSHIP – Cathy Crosby discussed the draft 
of this year’s pledge card. The committee is working 
on printed and e-mail invitations for the use of those 
hosting the stewardship dinners. They plan to launch 
the stewardship program in mid-June.

FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT – Martha Wright 
asked for questions regarding the minutes and financial 
statements. She commented that the budget has had 
some unexpected changes, such as the creation of the 
Worship Committee, which was not formed when the 
budget was finalized. We are in good financial order.    

DISCERNMENT COMMITTEE – Tom Claiborne 
and Ruthie Oliver, the vestry representatives to the 
Discernment Committee, reported on its progress. 
The group has finished video-interviewing ¾ of their 
pool of applicants. They feel strong consensus about 
the candidates. Tom Claiborne noted some technical 
problems during the process, and suggested the church 
revisit hiring an IT person next year. In the next weeks, 
the vestry must be able to meet with candidates on 
short notice. 

TRANSITION – Until Rusty’s departure, Margaret 
Waters will take the position of Priest Associate. In the 
period between Rusty’s departure and the new rector’s 
arrival, she will be priest in charge. Margaret will 
also be teaching Sunday School through the summer.  
Lana Jordan, as Senior Warden, will be the canonical 
authority.

THE REV. MARGARET WATERS 
TO TEACH THE SPIRITUAL 

SEEKERS CLASS BEGINNING 
SUNDAY, JUNE 11

This class will be studying The Book of Joy; Lasting Happiness in a 
Changing World which is the story of the 5 days that Nobel Peace 
Prize Laureates His Holiness the Dalai Lama and Archbishop 

Desmond Tutu spent together to 
create what they hoped would be 
a gift for others. They reflected 
on their long lives to answer a 
single burning question: How 
do we find joy in the face of life’s 
inevitable suffering?

In this book, they explore the 
nature of true joy and confront 
each of the obstacles of joy-from 
fear, stress, and anger to grief, 

illness, and death. They then offer us the Eight Pillars of Joy, 
which provide the foundation for lasting happiness. Join this 
class and learn how to live a life brimming with joy. The book can 
be purchased from Amazon.



JUNE ANNIVERSARIES

Hoyt & Susan Andres – 6/04
Mary & Raymond Hackett – 6/04

Judy & Wayne Urban – 6/05
Barbara & Sam Gassaway – 6/07

Chuck & Claire Harrington – 6/07
Luba & John Barnhardt – 6/10
Jessie & Stan Sheldon – 6/14

Muffi & William Chanfrau – 6/16
Alwyn & Peachy Staley – 6/16
Joanne & Stewart Crane – 6/18
Boyd & Mary Vaughn – 6/18

Carol & Stephen Lucas – 6/19
Ginny & Elliott Dunwoody – 6/20

Norman & Suzy Mosely – 6/21
Gerri & David Prescott – 6/21

Ed & Jean Whitby – 6/21
Joseph & Pat Parker – 6/22

Leonard & Nancy Parks – 6/22
Helen & Torsten Andersen – 6/25

Danny & Mary Joyce Cranford – 6/25
Bette & English Des Champs – 6/28

Bill & Laura Walker – 6/29

Mary Berry – 6/5
Jim Rothermel – 6/5
Joseph Parker – 6/6
David Heller – 6/10
Geoff Parker – 6/14

Helen Moore – 6/23
Grat Rosazza – 6/24

Danny Cranford – 6/25
Nick Scielzo – 6/27

Diane McPhail – 6/28
Jack Ralston – 6/28

Marjean Preda – 6/28
Paula Kreiner – 6/29
John Roberts – 6/30

JUNE ALTAR GUILD

JUNE SERVER SCHEDULE
DATE VERGER CRUCIFER CHALICE LECTOR

6/11 
8:00 am Charlie Soule Peg Brannen

6/11 
10:30 am Helen Moore Selwyn 

Chalker

Luther 
Turner, 

Lana Jordan
Jane Tracy

6/18 
8:00 am Lana Jordan Wayne Urban

6/18 
10:30 am Helen Moore Selwyn 

Chalker
Sam Hollis, 

Jane Chalker Jill Montana

6/25 
8:00 am

Diane 
McPhail

Jeannie 
& Tucker 
Chambers

6/25 
10:30 am Helen Moore David Moore,

Lana Jordan
Ruth 

Claiborne

JUNE BIRTHDAYS

TRINITY SUNDAY  
SUNDAY • JUNE 11TH • 8:00 AM 

Bunny Hanley 

SUNDAY • JUNE 11TH • 10:30 AM 
Sarah Wallin  
Suzy Mosely 

SUNDAY • JUNE 18TH • 8:00 AM 
Ann Maxwell 

SUNDAY • JUNE 18TH • 10:30 AM 
Leigh Brooks  
Ruthie Oliver  

Barbara Cusachs 

SUNDAY • JUNE 25TH • 8:00 AM 
Craig Edmondson 

SUNDAY • JUNE 25TH • 10:30 AM 
Harriet Hamilton  

Janis Erikson 

MONDAY • JUNE 26TH • 11:00 AM 
Memorial Service for Jack Freese 

Barbara Cusachs  
Janis Erikson 

If you would like to be trained to administer the chalice, or if you would like to volunteer as crucifer for 
either the  8:00 or 10:30 services (or both,) please e-mail or call Helen Moore at hmpanther@me.com or 

828-526-0727.
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THE PARISH POST

MOZART’S “ CORONATION 
MASS” CONCERT

Mozart’s  “Coronation 
Mass” will be presented 
at the Church of the 
Incarnation on Saturday, 
June 10th, and Sunday 
June 11th, 2017, at 4:00 
PM, by the Western North 
Carolina Singers.  

Grat L. Rosazza, Artistic 
Director and Conductor, 
organized the group of 
Singers from the plateau 
and surrounding areas. 
The program will consist of 
the Mass, opera selections, 
and some secular music.

Bryan Heller will accompany the group, and Molly McKim, 
one of Incarnation’s own, will be featured as one of the soloists.

The concert is free and open to the public. All are welcome.

WHAT’S HAPPENING 
WITH THE DISCERNMENT 

COMMITTEE

 WHAT’S HAPPENED

Reviewed an impressive number 
of amazing candidates

Interviewed all candidates via videoconference

WHAT’S HAPPENING NOW

Onsite visits are being made to 
meet and evaluate candidates

The Discernment Committee has been  
energized and enthusiastic about the future 

of Incarnation and the Episcopal Church

WHAT’S HAPPENING NEXT

The slate of candidates will be narrowed down

Candidates will visit Highlands and Incarnation




